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Is water seepage ruining 
your interior wall decor? 


Flex-O-Board is a preferred low- 


buliding board. It is water and 
termite proof and fire-resistan 
What's more, ensy to instal 
and laminate. 
Ideal for: 

Wall lining 

Partitions 
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Another Time, 
Another Place 


‘Life After Life (anua- 
Ty 24) pave me an 
Oppartunity fo pose the 
million-dollar question 
Whoisin the bestauthon: 
tative position to decide 
whathappens after 
death —man or man’s 
Maker? 

However, there is no 
gainsaying the fact that a 
diabolic spirit pervades 
the vicinity of our planet 
This cannot be pooh- 
poohed any more than 
thenumerous rebirth stor- 
ies coming in from all par- 
ts of the globe, Massive 
objects have reportedly 
been seen flying in the 
sky- If this spirit could 
defy gravity, it could also 


a 


be the mastermind Nelson Mandela: Who made It all happen @ I wish Mohandas 
behind those deceptive Karamchand Gandhi was 
tales of reincarnation, which haye no factual international awards. there today to witness: 

If knowing the past base whatsoever Shovanlal Bakshi, Azharuddin & Co. travell- 
could workout to our Swami Avedananda, a Caleutta ing to South Africa to play 
advantage, why would disciple of Ramakrishna. erieket. Indeed, this is 
theknowledgebe limited Parambamsashad analytic lin the last part ofthe nothingbut Mandela 
toafew? cally dealt with reincarna- 20th century, when man Magicatwork 
Alliwyn Johns, tion in his book, Life has undertaken journeys India lost in South AN 
Calcutta Beyond Deallt. Eyen the intospace,itissurprising ca, but won fri- 

renowned filmmak how instances of rebirth, aparth yer. 
1 Thearticle did not try Satyajit Ray, l- however unsubstantia- h 
to scientifically analyse ing storyal cama- _ted, continue to baffle us_ had given us 
the root cause of reincar-__tion, called Samar Kel The theory of reincarna- “photographs 
nation. It merely cited a which he subs yf: —_ tion has been dealt within id Whites cele- 
med in 1974 theancientIndian epics 


deep into these to arrive 
ata proper conclusion- 
Ranjan Bhattarcharjee, 
Naihati (W.B.) 


pa vous 


Blowing Up 
Apartheid 


jw Your coverstory, 
“Winds of Change’ (Janua- 
ry 10) did not mention the 
hanging of Benjamin 
Moloise, whose writings 
had encouraged the 
Blacks to fight against 
apartheid. Nor did itmen- 
tion the imprisonment of 
Nelson Mandela 

The fight against 
apartheid could not have 
even been thought of 
without these men, 
Subir Kumar De, 
North 24-Pargatias (W.B.) 


few examples, mostly 
from Western countries, 


id and scientists must g0 


SETH, withhislatestnovel, tobereleas- 15 INN) 7 

—| inva few days, has become India's answer to Tees EYE 
1S. Buck and Leo Tolstoy. The book, which Aine ME TABLE 
pau It years to write, has also fetched 20 QUIZ 
money dreamt of only by ASUNIOR WHIRL 

not writers. An exclusive interview with 22COMICs 

of letters—and millions. 271N 
— 7 30 
aes) 
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Vikram Seth's latest novel, to be 
released this Friday. isan epic effort yf 
1,350 pages which took him a whole of 

eight years to write. It is also the 

ultimate answer to the question 
whether novelists are born, not Paid 
in exclusive interview of the author 
by Seema Paul 


“LOOK AT THESE PAPERS,“ SAYS 
Seth, pointing at the four Piles of 
neatly arranged amidst the 
his study. Newspaper cli 
ofs and stacks of Pe, 


VIKRAM 
Papers 
grand mess in 
PPings, book pro- 
mguin classics clutter the 
floor, but the writer takes pains to stress 
order in the disorder. 
And, as if to Teinfore 
: the door to the 


Chis point, he opens 


asmessy 

Ped wooder bed 
ed at its heac ne 
WS Occupied by <1" 


The Vikram Seth photographs on the coverand Hers are by Raghu Rai, exclusively for The Telegraph Magazine 


“Ss 


Mappings: Vikram Seth's very 
first book. A collection of poems, 
Published by Writers Workshop 
in 1981.” 


—— 
From Heaven Lake, Travels 
Through Sinkiang and Tibet: 
First published in 1983 in Great 
Britain by Chatto and Windus 
Limited. Available in Penguin 
India. Price:Rs 75. 

Wittner of the 1983 Thomas 
Cook Travel Book Award. 

Seth studied at Nanjing Univer- 
sity in China from 1980 to 1982. In 
the summier of 1981, he hitch- 
hiked to Tibet and Nepal before 
returning to Delhi. Later, encoura- 
ged by his parents, he wrote the 
book based on the journal he kept 
and photographs he took along 
theway. 


byacane- framed 
mirror. But the most striking 
piece of furniture isa Victorian chair, 
elegant by itself, but looking quite 
incongruous in the ethnic setting of 
the room. 

“This place is actually used by my 
sister, Aradhana,” saysSeth, “but, 
since she is abroad, Iam using it.’ 

The twinrooms on the first floor of 
his parents’ Noida home had probab- 
ly been appointed according to his 
sister's preference. But the choice of 
the chair is evidently his own. Quite 
suitable fora writer whose latest novel 
is in the Victorian mould 

Set in newly independent India, A 

Suitable Boy hasat its core four large 
extended families and, as the blurb. on’ 


the jacket states, it is “a great w | 


mela of abook—a modern mast 
cereminiscent of the classic novels 
the nineteenth century, and one 
will stand the test of time”. 
Vikram Seth could well be 


The Humble Administrator's 
Garden: A collection of poetry, 
written during the two years he 
spent in China. The poems are 
located in India, China and Cali- 
fornia and the book went on to 
win the Asian Section Common- 
wealth Poetry Prize. 
Published in 1985 by Carcaret. 


The Golden Gate: First ever 
modern novel in verse (593 son- 
nets written in iambic tetra- 
meter), it was initially rejected 
outright by the poctry editors of 
most reputed publishing houses, 
Originally published in 1986 


answer to Pearl S. Buck or Leo Te 
already comparisons are being 
to the latter. And the big bucks cas 
ing down on him could well pi 
point that itis not only munshis 
can hold a pen and finger cu: 
notes simultaneously. It can a 
and an Indian, Calcutta-born 
wordsmith. 
Words, first 
A Suitable Boy need not be: 
as a novel about India, The no\ 
much about prepaid Seth 
special interest in the delienatig 
his characters, who are noto 


| a 


ia will publ 


box has becomea major distraction: a 
total of 1,350 pages, not somethin, 
you could carry in your handbag and 
read on the way to office. 

Those who have heard about its 
thickness are wondering why Seth diq 
‘mot write it in volumes while others 
are feeling discouraged by its price: Rs 
500, in India. 

Seth expresses his sympathy with 
those who consider his novel to be too 
long but, at the same time, points out 
that length per se is not to be consider- 
ed “longer than necessary’. In the 
case of this novel, he says, some 
people have remarked after reading it 
thatitis, in fact, “quite short”. And the 
truth is that the novel was lengthier in 
its first draft. Seth shortened it by 
almost a third before he gave it to his 
Indian publishers. 

When he initially offered the novel 
to the publishers of The Golden Gat 
they returned it to him with thesugges- 
tion that it needed to be pruned. Seth 
did do someheavy editing, but finally 
decided against sending it back to 
them. “wanted the book to be tightly 
written, to my satisfaction. 

Said to be obsessed with words, 
witha penchant for playing around 
with them, tossing them around, roll- 
ing his tongue over them almost, and 
smacking his lips on that, Seth does 
thateven in casual conversation. Hid- 
ing behind thema fleet-footed sense of 
humour. 

Rayi Shankar, the high-profile artist 
who worked with the Ananda Bazar 
Group of Publications fora while and 
is currently with India Today, speaks of 
Seth's “incredible discipline”. Ravi 
Shankar, who was his house guestin 
Shimla when Seth was working on A 
Suitable Boy, says Seth is “like a man 
possessed’’ when he is working and is 
Capable of “incredible discipline in 
both mind and action’ 

RaviShankar collaborated with Vik- 
TamSethon the earlier work, Beastly 
Tales from Here and There, with excell- 
ent results. Seth's interest in m: S 
fend < por detail) showed when he 

roughtout a tanpura from his study 

to show Ravi Shankae the two ways of 
holdingit. The idea was to identif 
Serrorin the original sketch 
Redidiforihe back cover stink 
which shows a toad playing a tanpura 

Inorder to give A Suitable Boy 

authenticity of historical detail as well 
as of character, Seth spent a lot of tim 
doing research and even livi 
theleather workers of A. gra who 
appear in the book so that he could 
soak in their q 

detail is: 


RAMSE 


All You Who Sleep Tonight: 
‘collection of poems written over 
aperiod of time, the book has five 
sections. Romantic Residues isa 
tribute to half-forgotten loves; 
Other Voices kas the poet speak- 
ing through different personae; 
Other Places speaks of responses 
to nature; Quatrains consists of 
light, four-line verse; and Medita- 
tions of the Heart is sensftive and 
heartbreaking. 

Published by Viking (Penguin 
India) in 1990. Price: Rs 95. 


| work of the play he intends writing, 
Seth is into Western classical On his 
table rest compact dises of Beethoven, 
| Bach and Mozart 

Money, next. — 

Apart from being one of the longest 
novelsin modem times, Seth has set 
another record with A Suitable Boy. He 
earned an advanice of nearly Rs three 
crore, making him one of the highest 
paid authors internationally and the 
highest paid Indian author so farand 
by far. 

Of the total advance, the contribu- 
tion of English publishers was 
€250,000 while the Americans paid 
him $600,000. But he is quick to dispel 
any idea that he may have been 
Mammon-minded, saying that had he 
been so, he would have split the 
book into two 


ineight years,” says Seth 
about the attention the boo 
have attracted, "T can take it 

Eight years is what it took him to, 
work on this novel —from the time he 
conceived the book till its publication. 
Inbetween, he completed four other 
projects, but they were “interesting 
interruptions” and A Suitable Boy 
remained his preoccupation. 

The concept of the Indian novel 
changed in 1986 after the publication 
of The Golden Gate, a novel set in the 


the records on the abolition‘o! the 
zamindari system and the volumes of 
‘omithology because one character in 
the novel owns a parrot! 

Seth’s deep interest in classical 
music also has him singing the khayal 
(ina gravelly voice) and playing the 
sarangi: He 
aguru. Now, possibly for the ground 


, in fact, sat at the feet of 


Bay Area of California and written in 
the difficult iambic tetrameter which 
won him plaudits and awards both in 
the United States and India. This novel 
in verse became a literary sensation, 


‘on, Pope, 
Like The Golden 


“pinese Poets: This 
Taree Cnienmed three or four 
months after the eventsat Tianan- 
en Square. “Lwwould have liked 
fo think of anythring but China at 
that time,” says Seth, “but sud- 
denly one of the poems kirtd of 
dccurred to me, I beganto transla- 
teitand then Iwent on from there 
and [thought Iwould just follow 
my muse rather than my grand 
plan’ of writing A Suitable Boy 

‘A translation of the poems of 
the three greatest literary figures 
of China — Wang Wei, Li Bai and 
Du Fu. Seth had learnt fandarin 
during his stint in China. B 

Published by Viking (Penguin 
India); priced at Rs 100. 


‘compared toare 


eae Eliot. But he 
decade mere paitatleast= 


ee sh Ns theverdict of another genera 


OES NOt care forcom- 
d reviewers 


his” in The Golden 
IhOs€ opinions real: 


if don’t think the name of a writer or the fact thata lot of noise has Z 
been made about a bookin the press would persuade me to také out my wallet 


these, he particularly cares forthe opi- 
Dons of people who belong tothe 
Place or the part of the world heis 
actually writing about. 

Had his travel book, From Heaven 
Lake witch won him the Thomas 
Cook Award for best travel book and 
Was his first majorsuccess, been seen. 
as a falsit jon of China and Tibet, he 
would have thought “itdid not work” 

Similarly, the fact that people of San 
Franciséo did not feelhe had 
sed! their city in The Golden Gale in 
‘order to sell it to outsiders made him 
exceedingly happy. 

Itis for this reason that even though 
A Suilable Boy is setina period soon 
after Independence, it does not beco- 
mea ‘Rajlike thing’ atall. Seth hdsnei- 
ther ‘exoticised’ India nor criticised it, 
hehasmerely presenteditashe  ~* 
knowsit. 

‘The temptations ofselling India to 
foreigners should be natural for any 
writer, but nobody can accuse him of 


having pitched the book to a particu- 
laraudience. [fhe is keen thatitshould 
be well-received anywhere, itisin 


India. 

With that in mind, he has selected 
New Delhi for its official launch even 
though he could have chosen either 


London or New York, having sold the 
book to Orion in England and Harper 
Collins in the United States along with 
Viking (Penguin India) 

Any attempts to make him under- 
stand the imperatives that compel 
journalists to chase him for inter- 
views, however, are futile. He rejects 
theargument thatjournalistsarerepre- 
sentatives of people who would natu- 
rally be interested in knowing about 
the authorand his mind_ 

Thewriter, in his view, gives the 
world his bookand the opinions of 
people should be formed on the basis 
ofthe book itself and not on the 
author's personal life. Ideally, the « 
press should play no role in moulding 


opinions about the book orin compell- 
ing people to read it. 

Vikram Seth would rather that the 
publicity for his novel be generated by 
word of mouth— what he calls “a 
slow diffusion of interest” —but 
admitsit isnot possible in present 
times. 

It does intrude on his “sacred pri- 
vacy’”, he regrets good-naturedly. 
“That,’“hé says, “is what my life is 
basically about.” F 


ontrary to his intimidating reputa- 

tion, Vikram Seth isa very affable 
person. Though nota willing intervie- 
wee, once he allows himself to be grile 
led, He unwinds completely. And ~ 
enjoys speaking at length about his 
new novel, hjs styleand technique. 

Excerpts from the hour-long 

interview: 


A Suitable Boy runsinto 1,350 pages. 
In the presentday context, when 
thereis so muchentertainmentavaila- 
ble on the screen, small and large, cri- 
are wondering if people will be 
able to read through the entire novel. 
Well, [sympathise with their point 
of view. I'm nota great one for reading 
Jong books personally... It has to be 
seen as something that was not writt- 


en as a commercial venture, but asa 


then, itwill take off. 
itis a tough proposition. | 
‘the name of a writer or the 
‘Of noise has been made 
in the press would per- 
ake out my wallet. 
tuinds, smells and sym- 
‘ovel are so Indian 
a ders may not get 
Ns you are talking 


ling about thatis, w 
ell, Tam not writing 
the American marke! of 


To find thata book sells in hundreds 
and thousands ona wrong assump- 
tion that that is what India is like or 
was like, or San Francisco is like or was 
like, I think, is bad. I think, it may be 

ood for the author, for the sale of the 
Pook and the publishers...f the fore 
ign audience does not get everything, 
it’s lost 

There are many things the Indian 
audience did not get from the San Fran- 
cisco book. Well, you can’texplain eve- 
rything. When we read Dickens, how 
much do we get at the age of 15? So, I 
did not go overboard trying to explain 
things for foreigners. But, if someth- 
ing was very crucial, then | implied it 
by aremark and an intelligent reader 
ought to pick it up and if they don’t, 
well... 

You got a huge advance forA Suitable 
Boy anditis being said that you wait 
ed till you got a price you wanted. 
How does It feel to be such a rich 
author? 

Think of the period over which the 
book has been written, during which I 
took no money from my publishers at 
all, but somehow had to make a living. 

Consider also the fact thatl am an eco- 
nomist by training and if Lhad decid- 
ed to geta job ina bank orsomething I 
would have been much better off than 
Tam with this advance. And Lagree it 
isa large advance. Half of this will dis- 
appear in commissions and taxes and 
it will be spread overa period of time. 

Id like to imagine I'm very rich, but 
Tam very cautious about it because 
even when I take a taxi I say, look, 
should | be taking a taxi... The great 
thing this advance has done is thatit 
has enabled me to think that [could 
continue to write the kind of things 1 
have always written, Things that 
don't make money, like poetry. 

I'm thinking now of writing plays, 
very risky adventure commercally 
speaking but, at least, can fallow my 
muse and be, to some extent, my own 
patron. Quite apart from it, other 

pardelaveheped me during this per- 
jod and I'd at last be ina position to 
unburden them. 


several plots in 
some more comp 
would have thrdwn 
completely. It'shar 
sense, making sure 


matters befause, 
complicated y 't 
about th¢m. But Tb feel 
to pare my Writing down to the 
where it is as clear as the situation 
its 
And, the third thing is, great 
writers, well, let’s say, my great heroes 
inthe novel form are people like the 
great Victorians or the Chinese novel: 
ist of The Story of the Stone or Tolstoy 
Sa Jane Austen, Tolstoy, George Eliot 
people like that. 
A Suitable Boy is already being com- 
pared to War and Peace... 
Aaaah,, that, what for? Peoph 
should wait at least a decade betc 
thinking... It’s no good for the writer 
and it’s no good to hypea book 
beyond what its merits are Can you 
imagine a writer being told by 20 
Ih, this is the hottest thing 
vy? Well, it would com: 
pletely stymie that writer. A) it would 
not be true, and b) it would be difficult 
to write a thing after that You'd have 
your own shadow hanging over your 
inflated 


and T'll decide in due course, 
depending on all kinds of circumstan- 
ces who, if anyone, | want to go with 
And, whether it should bea film or ser 
jes or nothing atall. It’s completely 
open, still 
ere are some people in fact who 
fee! that you are again harking tothe 
Raj in this novel because it sells. 
No, that’s nonsense. That 
not my intention. The last thing anyo 
ne could accuse me of doing in writing 
4 1,390-page book was to make NM com 
mercial. Nobody in his right mind 
let's say, a publisher —would say, oh 
yummy, here’s a 1,350-page book, 
let's make « commerce ih success of it 


How did you go about the business 


» certainly 


self. or a shadow of an, of ithis novel? Did you work 
r ‘ oa ‘or in spells of 
& part of the whole 


ysIj it and stare, whether I 
s I work for 16 hours, other days I just sit an d , 
Should, in ona the last 100 pages and start afresh. It’s a bit erratic, though T 
don’t just wait for flights of inspiration 


ei a stand exactly 
craftsman in then, Indians understan 

It’s suchalong bookand therearea | being labelled asa cra hen, Indians ur nd exactly 
lotof characters Itexay belively, but speech, when you choose larger entit- | w 7 emer aay is es 
f ymakest cha- 5, chapters, parts o s e i y 
you hayegotto makesureallthesecha- | jes jikeparagray P' s begin 

Tacters don't disappearin the pages. | ty@bookthere should besome shape | soon people will catch on 


FF AS: lighteranda 
So, the planning of the book takes a foil, A nai A oY aS a aHeNe 
long time. So, there is simply no sitting WNotSopred@termhined that your c ha- more iff n 
down ateight in the morning and wor "| ractetshave no freedom, Theyare the 


king till eight in the night rulin; ce butins away thats 
Some days I work for 16 hours, withoul éing labelled 3s-acralisman | 

other days Ijust sitand stare, whether }\in speeth, Wher your chosen book. : 

Tshould, in fact, cancel the last 100 does not'sprawifall over the place and 


Pagesandstart afresh, It'sabiterratic | seemJike an indulgence by & 


"tjus i H i id thinking And not 
though I don’t just wait for flig! writer forthe writer. | is / 
inspiration. With the poems that’s | do shook her up in 
easy enough, the lyric poems, even 


How did'you decide the title of your 


with The Golden Gate, whichis a novel. | novel? amare the two main 

Sometimes, I just sit down and say, Ficst/fwasfhtinking of calling it repre other strands, 
look, youhave gotto get from point A | something rather inflated and gran= q t with the courte- 
to point Btoday andeven whenyou /'| didse>like Lie Bridge oftheiWarld Or 5 * ‘irQzabAdi, and Lata’s 
get halfway there, it's better than hop/ | somethingdike that, Someone sugeest-fax eshdic? of a husband 
ing for lightning to strike. Yes, there S| ¢d.Youith and Age which, of course; ws 


acertainamount of regularslogwork | (@tiinect harkat Warand Pence Then:T 
involved —~| thoughta lighter ttle would be bet 
So you area conscious craftsman? atthe book speak foritselfand don't 
But you've got to have craft But, try to cloakitin borrowed ‘ 
more importantly, you've got tohave Atone point, thought of replacing: P59 
inspiration. You have got to want to boy with man, but A Stable Man 9) 52 
write about something. struck meas being far too heavy= Seth 
So, my feeling is, justas one does not | handed. The factis, A Suitable Boymay~| 
write grammaticalsentences without | not be well understood abroad. But, 


tend to be fairly impatient, especially 
when find things interfering with my 
work. 

Have you read any Hindi novelists? 

Yes; not really the whole works of 
anyone. [sometimes like reading Shan- 
Kar translated into English. People 
like that; but not very much. [have 
Tead some Premchand — Godan and 
some short stories. Some in Urdu, 
actually. 

Are you already thinking of your 
next venture? You spoke about writ- 
ing plays? 

‘Yes: Butatthe moment, I'mso 
exhausted with the Production of this 
novel. Ihave taken an interest in the 
formating and Proof-reading, down 
to the very business of getting the 
machine to bring the negatives which 
will go into the plates, 

Normally, no author would do this. 
But, felt, since Penguin India was 
ing to offer their negatives to the 
English and the American publishers, 
itwas incumbentupon me to make 
sure they were all right. 
= This was avery long process It ale 


re people of months, or even more 


Etc 


ASUITABLE 


he gatests were about to arrive 
at Mr Justice Chatterji’s house 
in Ballygunge. This was one 
ofthe three or four grand part 
jes that he took it upon himself to give 
at short notice during the course of the 
year. There was a peculiar mixture of 
guests fortwo reasons. First, because 
‘Of Mr Justice Chatterji himself, whose 
netof friendship and acquaintance 
was very Varied. (He was an absent- 
minded man who picked up friends 
here and there,) Secondly, because 
any party of this Kind was invariably 
treated by the whole Chatterji family 
as an opportunity to invite all their 
‘own friends as well. Mrs Chatterji 
invited some of hers, and so did their 
children;only Tapan, who had return- 
ed for his school holidays, was consi- 
dered too young to tag on his own list 
of invitees toa party where there 
would be drinking. 

Mr Justice Chatterpi was not an 
orderly man, but he had produced 
fivechildrenin strict alternation of 
sex: Amit, Meenakshi (who was marri- 
ed to Arun Mehra), Dipankar, Kakoli, 
and Tapan. None of them worked, but 
each had an occupation. Amit wrote 
pee Meenakshi played canasta, 

ipankar sought the Meaning of Life, 
Kakoli kept the telephone busy, and 

Tapan, who was only twelve or 
thirteen, and by far the youngest, went 


to the prestigious boarding-school, 
eel. 
‘Amit, the poet, had studied 


Jurisprudence at Oxford, but having 
gothis degree, had not completed, to 
his father’s exasperation, whatshould 
have been easy enough for him to com- 
plete: his studies for the Bar at Lin- 
coln’s Inn, his father’s old Inn. He had 
eaten most of his dinners and had 
even passed a paper or two, but had 


By VIKRAM SETH 
== 
Extracted from A Suitable Boy ANovet 
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Sage 


then lost interest in the law. Instead, 
on the strength of a couple of universt 
Wipes for poetry, same short fiction 
published here and there in literary 
magazines, and a book of poetry 
which had won hiny a prize in Eng; 
land (and therefore adulation in Cal 
cutta) he was sitting pretty in his 
father’shouse and doing nothing that 
counted as real work, 

At the moment he was talking to his 
two sisters and to Lata. 


cd 


“How many do we expect?" asked 
Amit. 

“(don’t know,” said Kakoli, 
“Fifty?” 

Amit looked amused. “Fifty would 
just about cover half your friends, 
Kuku. I'd say one hundred and fifty.” 

“1 can‘tabide these large parties,” 
said Meenakshiin high excitement. 

‘No, noreant,”” said Kakoli, glanc- 
ing at herself in the tall mirror in the 
suppose the guest-list consists 
irely of those invited by Ma and 
/’said Amit, nam- 
feast sociable members of 


You should goup to your room 
Amit,” said Meenakshi, “and wettle 
downona sofa will Jane Aus 
We'll tell you when dinner! 
Or better still, we'll send itup to you 
That way you can avoid all your 
admirers.” 

He's very peculiar,” saicl Kakoll to 
Lata, “Jane Austen is the only woman 
in his life.” 

“But half the bhadralok in Calcutta 
want himas a match for their 
daughters,” added Meenakshi. “They 
believe he has brains.” 

Kakoli recited. 

“Amit Chatterji, what a catch! 

Isa highly suitable match.’ 
Meenakshi added 
“Why he has not married yet? 
Always playing hard)to get.’ 
Kakoli continued 
“Famous poet, so they say 


on 
rved, 


‘Besh' decentin every way." 
She giggled 

Lata said to Amit: “Why do you let 
them get away with this?” 

“You mean with their doggerel? 
said Amit aaa ae 
ete with teasing you,” said 

#Oh,1don'tmind, Itruns off my 

5 s y 
back like duck's water,” said Amit 
Lie St ewprisd but Kakoli 

Me loiny is Y 

“ABlavas" ig « Biswason you 

“Biswas Babu, my father’s old clerk 
saul comes oot a couple of = 

REE wees help with this and 

ar Aig aueedviccon life. He 
yourbrotier! Lan pene Marrying 

in fact the op) sition to Mi 
ss s sudden fair and Marriage had 
arena pane deeper. Meenakshi's 
the act ata ticularly cared for 
thecommunity. id married outside 
tersBre ty. Arun Mehra was iei- 
Toreveng. Bet Nor of Brahmin stock, 
family that petal He came froma 
Togive the cha essling financially 
factdid neq getters credit, this last 
though th ae Very much to them 

re hemselves had been 
ent for generations 


They were only (with respect to thi 
Objection) concerned that their 
daughter might not be able to afford 
the comforts of life that she had grown 
4p with. Butagain, they had not swam: 
Ped their married d. aghter with gifts 
Ven though Mr Justice Chatterfi did 
Hot have an instinctive rapport with 
his Son-in-law, he did not think that 
that wo milk be fair. 

What does Biswas Babu have to do 
with duck's w asked Lata, who 
found Meenakshi’ s family amusing 
but confusing 

“Oh — that's just one of his ¢ 
Stons. [ don’t think it's very kind of 
Amut not to explain family references 
to outsiders. 

‘She's not an outsider,” said Amit 
‘Or she shouldn't be. Actua! 


very fond of us. Hi 
ther’s clerk origi 

But he won't be Amit’s — to his 
heart-deep regret.” said Meenakshi 

In fact, Biswas Babu is even more 
upset than our father that Amit has 
deserted the Bar. 

I can still practise if I choose to, 
said Amit “A university degree is 

fin Calcut 
but you won't be admitted to 
the Bar Library.” 

Who cares?" said Amit. “Actually, 
I'd be happy editing a small journal 
and wntnga few er eee 
novel or two and pass: tly into 


aay: sniper wie loffer you 


ee said Kakolit 
“Not you, Kuku, you can help 
self. | was off Lata adrink™ 
Ouch,” said li. She looked at 
Lata’s pale blue cotton sari with its 
chikan and said: “Do 


‘dangerous as a sherry. Could I 
havesome—oh, ow not? A small 


sherry, please.” 
SEE etna | 4 


| all these decisions caused him endless 


said Amit, patting his brother on the 
shoulder. “You're doing a fine job. IIL 


just see what he’s up to. 
Dipankar, their middle brother 
was a dreamer He had studied econ 


mics, but spe 


| ir 


most of his time read 


bout the poetand patriot Sri Auro: 
bindo, whose flaccid mystical verse he 
was (to Amit’s disgust) at present 


deeply engrossed in. Dipankar was 
indecisive by nature. Amit knew that 

| itwould be best simply to bring him 

| downstairs himself Left to his own 
devices, Dipankar treated every deci 


| sion like a spiritual crisis. Whether to 


have one spoon of sug 
two, whether to come down now or 
filteen minutes later, whether to enjoy 
the good life of Ballygunge or take up 
Sri Aurobindo’s path of renunciation, 


my. A succession of strong women 
pissed through his|ife and made most 
of his decisions for him, before they 
became impatient with his vacillation 
("Is she really the one for me?) and 


| chambers for conferences during ht 
a barrister), a middle-level 
executive, 
the standard mixture of postmen and 
electricians. 

Cuddles 
been the man who had come 
totake the decenn 

The anly creature Cuc 
with respect was Mr Justice Chatt 
father’s cat Pillow, who lived in th 
next house, and who was so fierce thar 
taken for walks ona leash 

You should have tied him up, 

said Amit 

Dipankar frowned. His thoughts 
were with Sri Aurobindo. “I think I 
have,’ he said, 
‘We'd better make sure,” 
Amit. “Just in case. 
It was good that they did, Cuddles 


years a 


1 doctor on a house call, an 


most recent victim had 
to the 


he was 


said 


moved on, His views moulded them- 
selves to theirs while they lasted, then 
began to float freely again. 

Dipankar was fond of making 
remarks such as, “It is all the Void,” at 
break/ast, thus casting a mystical aura 
over the scrambled eggs. 

Amit went up to Dipankar’s room, 
and found him sitting on a prayer-mat 
atthe harmonium, untunefully sing- 
ing a song by Rabindranath Tagore 


“You had better come down soon,’ 


Amit said in Bengall. “The guests 


have to arrive.” 
“Just coming, just coming,” sud 
ei just finish this sor 
and then I’ll._I'll come down. Twi 
‘TI wait,” said Amit. 
“You can go down, Dada. Don’t 
trouble: i. Please.’ 


“4's no trouble,” said Amit. After 


Dipankar had finished hissong, unem- 
barrassed by its tunclessness— Seal 


nodoubt, stood equal before 
Void — Amit escorted 


4 ‘s Cuddles?” asked 
V Wisi Amit when they were half- 


Dipankar vaguely, “I 
= 


bite someone.” 


been with the Chatterji famil 
than ten years, during which 
Biswas 


j 


rarely growled to identify his posi- 
tion, and Dipankar could not remem: 
ber where—ifatall—he had puthim. 
He might still be ranging the garden in 
order tosavage any guests who wan: 
dered onto the verandah 
They found Cuddles in the bed- 
room which had been setaside for 
people to leave theirbags and other 
apparatus in. He was crouched quiet 
ly neara bedside table, watching them 
with shiny little black eyes. He was a 
small black dog, with some white on 
his chest and onhis paws. When they 
had bought him the Chatterjis had 
been told he was an Apso, but he had 
tumedout to bea mutt with a large 
proportion of Tibetan terrier. 
In order to avoid trouble at the par- 
ty, he had been fastened by aleash toa 
bedpost. Dipankar could not recall 


having done this, so it might have 
been someone else, He and Amit 
approached Cuddles, Cuddles nor- 
mally loved the family, but today he 
was jittery 
Cuddles surveyed them closely 
without growling, and when he judg, 
ed that the moment was ripe, he flew 
intently and viciously through the air 
towards themuntil thesudden 
restraint of the leash jerked him back 
He strained against it, but could not 
get into biting range. All the Chatterjis 
knew how to step backrapidly when 
instinct told them Cuddles was on the 
attack, But perhaps the guests would 
not react so swiftly 
“T think we should move him out of 

this room,” said Amit. Strictly spea- 
king, Cuddles was Dipankar's dog, 
and thus his responsibility, but he 


now in effect belonged to all of them 
or, rather, was, accepted as ane of 
them, like the sixth point ofa regular 
hexagon. ” 

“He seems quite happy here,’ said 
Dipankar, “He's a living being too 
Naturally he gets nervous with all this 
coming and going in the house.” 

“Take it from me,” said Amit, “he’s 
going to bitesomeone,” 

“Hmm... Should Iputa noticeon 
the door: Beware of Dog?” asked 
Dipankar. : 

?Njo, [think you should get him out 
of here, Lock him up in your room,” 
“T can't do that,” said Dipankar. 
“He hates being upstairs when everyo- 
ne else is downstairs. He isa sort of lap- 

dog, after all.” 

Amit reflected that Cuddles was the 
most psychotic Japdog he had known, 
He too blamed his temperament on 
the constantstream of visitors to the 
house. Kakoli’s friends oflatehad floo- 
ded the Chatterji mansion. Now, asit 
happened, Kakoli herselfentered the 
room with a friend. 

“Ah, there you are, Dipankar Da, 
we were wondering what had happen- 
ed to you. Have you met Neera? 
Neera, these are my berruthers Amit 
and Dipankar. Oh yes, put it down on 
the bed,” said Kakoli. “It/ll be quite 
safe here, And the bathroom’s 
through there.” Cuddles prepared for 
d lunge. “Watch out for the dog —he's 
harmless but sometimes he has 
moods. We have moods, don’t we 
Cuddlu? Poor Cuddlu, left all alone in 
the bedroom. 

Darling Cuddles, what to do 

When the house is such a zoo!" 
sang Kakoli, then disappeared 

‘Weld better take him upstairs,” 
eae “Come on’’ 

inkar consented. Cuddles grow- 
led, They calmed him down and took 
himup. Then Dipankar played a few 
soothing chords on the harmonium to 
reassure him, and they returned 
downstairs. 

Many of the guests had arrived by 
now, and pay, was in fullswing, 

In the grand drawing room with its 
grand piano and grander chandelier 
milled scores of guests in full summer 
evening finery, the women fluttering 
and flattering and sizing each other 
up, the men engaging themselves in 
more self-important chatter. British 
and Indian, Bengali and non-Bengali, 
oldand middle-aged and young, saris 
shimmering and necklaces glimme- 
ring, crisp Shantipuri dhotis edged 

tha fine line of gold and hand 
creased to perfection, kurtas ofraw off- 
white silk with gold buttons, chiffon 
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es, white-cot 
ders, Dihakal 


round. anda 


pastel 


mone 
with 
pickets 


te dinne 
risers and black bow-ties 
nt leather Derbys ot 


a lithe reflected 


esses of flawery 


inte and finely 


nds. Het midnitt was gko- 

riously exposed, around her long and 

fragrant neck was clasped a Jaipurena- 
¢ and ora 


, saderable height was 
enhanced by stiletto heels and a tall 
ze earmngs dangled delicous- 
ly below her chin, the orange tka on 
her forehead was as hapeas her oa 
and most striking and ornamental, 
I} was her devastating smule. 
‘She adwanced towards Amit, 
ing a fragrance of Shocking 
Soha 
But before Amit could grevt 
was aconsted by a middle-aged: 
aecusing: woman Wil 
poppingeys. he did not 
She said to him: 
“Loved your last book but | 
say | understood it” She waited 


said 

Tell me 

s that ateade 

secret of the famous Amit Chatterji 
No, no, not really 

hated to talk about 


But that's no excuse at all 
Then 


what is it about? Or 


the womar added 


said Amit, wh¢ 
is Current work 
Jer at the time 
As vou 


f the Bengal Famine know 


my mother’s family comes from East 


Benga 


How wonderful that you should 


want to write about your own 
ountry,”" 5 woman. “Especial 
lyafter winning all those prizes 


abroad. Tell me, areyou in India alot? 


Amit notiond that both his sisters 


nding near him now and liste 


‘es, Well, now that I've return- 
eae ae ofthe time I'm, 
nd ou! 


rinyg, she 
finished 
She noticed! her husband hovering 
nearby, and handed him her empty 
plas 


vd: “Chink my drink’s 


which was stained with crimson 
lipstick around the rim. “But tell me 
how do you write? 
began Amit 
I mean, is ttinspiration? Orisit 
hard work? 
Well,” said Amit, “without inspi. 
ration one can't 
knew, [just knew it was inspira- 
tion. But without being married, haw 
did you write that poem about the 
young bride? 
She sounded disapproving 
Amit looked thoughtful, and said 
Tjust 
‘And tell me,” continued the 
woman, "does it take you long to 
think ofa book? I’m dying to read 
yournew book 
Soam|,” said Amit . 
| have some good ideas for books,” 
said the woman, “When I was in Shan- 
tiniketan, the influence of Gurudeb on 
me was very deep. you know —our 
own Rabindranath. 
Amit said, “Ah.” 
“Itcould not take you long. I know 
but the writing itself mustbe so diffi- 
cult, Icould never be a writer, [don’t 
have the gift. [tis a gift from God * 
ox 


Do you mear 


, it seems to come —" 
“Tonce wrote poetry,” said the 
woman: nERGLISh, like you. Though 
Thavean aunt who writes Bengali 
try. She was a true disciple of Robi 
abu. Does your poetry rhyme? 
"Yes" 
“Mine didin’t. [: was modern. twas 
young, in Darjeeling. [wrote about 
hature, not about love. | hadn't met 
Mihirthen. My husband, you know. 
Rinne them. I showed them to 
Mihi Tspenta night in a hospi- 
And a poem 


tal bitten by mosquitoes. 
came out suddenly. But he said, Tt 
‘tthyme” 

She looked disapprovingly ather 
husband, who was a ering around 
likea‘cupbearer with her refilled glass 

“Your husband said that?” said 
Amit. 

“Yes, Then Inever had the urge 
again Idon't know why 

“You've killed a poet,” said Amit to 
her husband, who seemed a good 
enough fellow 

“Come,” hesaidto Lata, whohad 
been listen) fothelast partot the con 
Versation, “Til introduce you to a few 
People, asl promised, Excuse me fora 
minute” 


Amit had made no such 
butit enables! him togetancny 


weok. — Eeltor. 


NINES EWE a) Bejan Daruwalla 


Aries 
March 21—Apri 20 


The new moan makes 
you introspective, 
impulsive and highly 
intuitive. You will 
empathise with the 
feelings of others and 
respond to them admirably. This is the 
time to give of yourself, heal wounds and 
help others. February 21 to 25 willbe 
important for journeys and pilgrimages 


Taurus 
Apnl21—May 20 
[xo Mars has regained 
direct motion and so, 
~ slov ly but surely, your 
problems will be sorted 
2 outand your wishes. 
will be near realisation. 


Therefore, give things your best shot, for 
the chances are that you will come 
through splendidly. Pleasant surprises 
await you around February 21 


Gemini 
May 21—June 20 


From this time onward, 
the going should be 
‘good as the sun-Saturn 
union is definitely over. 
You will make 

in your profession and 
itis time for buying, selling, shopping, 
trading and making money through 
commissions and brokerage Get your 
finances in order. 


Cancer 
June 21—July 20 


Now is the time to forge 
ahead, make abig 
icity splash and 
itiate a campaign or at 
Jeast plan one, and you 
can besure the results 
‘will be most encouraging Journeys, 
ceremonies, contacts, indence, 
new commitments and a feeling of 
happiness can beanticipated. 


Leo 


July 21—August 21 


rs Thisis the right week to 
tum your attention to 
your family, finances, 
loans, funds, legacies, 
wills, join 
andinsurance If you 
have not moved house yet, but intend to, 
the best time to do so would be between 
now and October. Actually, this trend 
will last till November 19. 


Virgo 


August22—September 22 


counts 


Your planet, Mercury, 
is superbly positioned 
with Neptune-Uranus, 
making you dashing, 
romantic, out-going 
and extremely sociable, 

and others will respond warmly to you 

Marriage, official engag. 

collaborations, journey 

functions and meets are instore for you 


Libra 
September 23—October 22 


You will achieve a new 
high in your carver, 
prestige and status 
around February 20to 
24, All that will lead to 
money flawing in and 
consequently, less chaos and 
disturbance. It is timeto streamline your 
affairs Home and office also come infor a 
facelift 


moon and Pluto is 
Jinafine placing, which 


Home, house, shop, 
office, warehouse, 
farm, landand 
development, family, 
parents, in-laws, 
grandparents, 
ancestorsanda home away from home 
Will be of prime importance to you. This 
trend will continue over thenext 23 days 
Time to make yourself comfortable 


Capricorn 


December 21—January 19 


‘You may fight for what 
you want now, but if 
you are wise and 
practical, you will be 
diplomaticand thus get 
MAN what you want, Expect 
people to cooperate despite the fact that 
there willbe opposition. A journey in 
Marchis on the cards. Documents, letters, 
cheques and contacts are indicated. 


Aquarius 
January 20—February 18 


This week will be very 
important for career 
prospects and business 
affairs, You willhave to 
bevery sharp, as 
opportunities do not 
knock twice. A complete overhaul in 
your working schedule is indicated 


Romanticimpulses will amour for 
satisfaction. 


Pisces 
February 19—March 20, 


The new moon in your 
sign, by Western 
astrology, means new 
igs in work and 
Play. Whether itbe 
your profession, job, 
» Marriage ora new 
een your chances 
Certain. You will feel 
thing different 


happiness will 
grow,” is how 
Witam 


4) Wordsworth put 
it. This 
photograph was 
taken at the 
Calcutta Book 
Fair carter this 
Month. 


| PHoTocRAPH BY 


Qi: 


Neil O'Brien 


handan Bagchi, Calcut- 
ta,asks: “Who were 
the Vikings?” 

The word ‘Viking’ may 
‘once have meant ‘pirate’ or 
‘aman who lives ina sea- 
bay’. No one knows. But 
We do know that those 
Northmen who had begun 
to trouble England and 
France in the days of Offa 
and Charlemagne were all 
called Vikings. These men 
came from the countries of 
Scandinavia —Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark 

For300 years or more, 
Vikings left these countries 
toseek their fortune 
abroad. They wentevery- 
where. They terrorised 
western Europe. They took 
over Iceland and Green- 
land and the Scottish Isles. 
They went as far west as 
North America, and as far 
“east as Alexandria, Kiev, 
Constantinople and Bagh- 
dad. Sometimes these Vik- 
ings went to find new lands 
where they could live; 
sometimes they went hunt- 
ing for treasure; sometimes 
they went to trade the furs 
and walrus ivory of their 
homelands. Some went for 
all three reasons. A waking. 
could well bea raider ai 
trader, and want new lands 
where he and his family 


could settle down. 

On theirjourneys, the 
Vikings were given many 
new names, The Irish 
described them as ‘norther- 
ners’ or ‘devils’ or ‘the 
people of Thor’; the English 
called them ‘Danes’ (even 
when they were Swedish 
or Norwegians), ‘North- 
men’ or just ‘the heathen’ 
InSpain they were known 
as fire-worshippers and 
wizards; in Germany as 
‘shipmen’. In Novgorod 
they were called ‘the Rus’, 
which may mean ‘the 
rowers’. That is how Russia 
gotils name. 

Ton Fadlan,a Muslim 
writer who met them on 
River Volga, thought they 
were very splendid to look 
at—“as tall as date- 

palms'”. He also reported, 

They are the filthiest of 
Gods creatures,..they have 
as many lice as donkeys.” 
Another Muslim, Al- 
Tartushi, who knew them 
at Hedeby, complained of 
their singing: “Itislikea 
growl coming out of their 
throats, like the barking of 
dogs, only much more 
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HTH QUESTION 


Why do ae often 
use a refrigerator? 
(Prodyut Bora, A-3 
Allnutt Sonia, St 
Stephen's College, 
Delhi 110 007) 


ANSWER 


Tokeep their food from 
freezing 


one would have minded 
too much, But there was 
more to the Viking than 
that. Lookat these descrip- 
tions written in (1) France, 
(2) Ireland and (3) 
Constantinople. 

(1) ‘The endless stream of 
Vikings never ceases. Eve- 
rywhere Christians are vic- 
tims of massactes, bur- 
nings, plunderings.” 
(2)Ifone neck hada 


ces, they could never lis, 
the sufferings which the 
Irish had to put up with 
from those war-like savage 
e. 
(3) “What is this? A nation 
dwelling far from our 
country, barbarous, ; 
nate unchallenged, 
has suddenly, in the twinkl. 
ing ofan eye, likea waveof |p 
the sea, poured overour | 
frontiersandlikeawild | 
boar has gobbled up our 
peopleasif they were grass 
orstraw ora crop. Babies 
were torn away from breast 
and milk and life itself, 
their mothers were 
slaughtered with animals, 
oxen, horses and fowl 
There lay an oxanda man 
by its side;a child anda 
horse found a common. 
grave; women and fowl 
Stained each other with 
blood, Everywhere dead 
bodies” 
Some historians think 
that it is not fair to judge the |; 
Vikings from writings of 
this kind. They think that | 
they were all exaggerated, 
They were, after all, written 
by the Vikings’ enemies 
The Vikings themselves at 


hundred headsand if each 
head hada reer 

tongues and ifeach tongue 
Santettan hundred Kae 


the time of their raids wrote 
very little —they used 
Tunes just as the Anglo- 
‘Saxons had done. 
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ARCHIE 


OF 1624, A PRIZED 

PIG OF KING PAUL 

HELOOFFA HUGE 

Y VIKING INVASION 
FORCE Alt BY 
HIMSELF, 


TN MID-FEBRUARY TAND THAT'S WHY WE CELepRayey 
x "57, VALIANT- SWINE DAY/* 
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BY SAYING 
NOTHING YOu 
SAIDSO MUCH? 


WELT WAS GOING TO WATCH 
YOU WANTTO _ | THE MASTERAT WORK... BUT 
Te 


CALVIN AND HOBBES @ V/AT1ERSON 


5 
a 


“WHAT'S FOR DINNER? THAT'S WHAT 1? 
ALWAYS LOVED ABOUT You:.: ie 
Your SENSE OF HUMOR,” 


“LORETTA OOESN'T LIKE TO 00 ANYTHING 
ON AN EMPTY WALLET.” 


“WE HOME 60 4EL00M, HE U6E6 
THE GUEST TOWELS!” 


= KITCHEN ) 
ST 4 HO URS J 
Taare CAN PUT] = 
NET 
seep 


EXCEPT THAT ) 
Pepe aN 
peiex 
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he whole world 

and his wife have 

heard about Mayn 

Memsaab, The 
whole world and his wife 
now havea temporary 
ambition—to see Maya 
Memsaaband tell everyone 
aboutit 


Screened at the 24th Inter- 
national Film Festival of 
India in New Delhi last 
month an unprecedented 
four times , the joint Indo- 
Bnitish-French production, 
possibly the first multina- 
tional Hindi film of its kind 
isjustone among four films: 
made around the world 


| herlife, Her only-solacelies 


BisIND HE SCENES 


that are based on Madame 
Bown 

The storyline revolyes 
around Maya (played by 
Deepa Sahi), born intoa 
decadent aristocratic fami- 
ly, and trapped by loneli 
ness and the monotony of 


she breaks all social norms 


| and restrictions and begins 


| 


to live the life she had 
always dreamed about 
Passion? Romance? 
Whatabout that marvell 
‘ous courtship scene bet 
ween Maya and the doctor 
when nature herself seems 


tobe be showering down 
‘her blessings in the form of 
Tose petals that blanket the 


"area while Maya in virgin 


shite twitls round and 


found, giving vent to her 


\bridled joy. The happi- 
‘of the moment is 
‘unbearable 


i ‘But me of the mostinte- 


resting things about Maya 
Memsaab happened behind 
the scenes. Filmmaking 
must bea frustrating and 
infuriating job, if these facts 
are anything to go by 

Ketan Mehta, for instan- 
ce, practically searched the 
entire state of Rajasthan 
witha fine-tooth comb fora 
suitable /iaveli, that could 
be used for Maya's home 
Unsuccessful, he returned 

to Bombay and, almast 
immediately, found a dila- 
pidated old palace in Ali 
Bagh, near Bombay, that 
could be redecorated to 
serve for the film. 

The wonderful scene 
would not have been possi- 
ble without a whole truck 
load of rose petals which 
had to be transported from 
Bombay to Ali Bagh. 

And as the final straw. 
Deepa Sahi while doing a 
shot that required herto 
lean out of a moving train, 
was hit by a board outsidea 
tunnel and fell off the train 
There was no proper medi- 
cal help available, buta 
local doctor managed to 
save herlife. And the 
actress, wounded in the 
line of duty, had to spend 
four months in bed to 
recuperate. 

People have also talked 
about Deepa Sahi and 
Rukh Khan’s steamy ! 
scene and Deepa’ tople 
shot—a glimpse that lasts 
Justa few seconds, Nudity 

that doesn’t even geta f 
ign filma PG (Parental Gul 

lance) rating. But leave 
to Deepa fora final 
Statement: 

“Tdon’t know why suc 
big deal is being madi 
about the love scene | 
me it was just a smal 
ofa much more import"! 
larger cinematic state 
ment 
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Damage: A disturbing yet 
intriguing film, starring 
Jeremy Irons, Miranda 
Richardson, Juliette Binoche 
and Rupert Graves. Based on 


the novel of the same name by 


Josephine Hart, the plot 
revolves around Irons, a 
Conservative Member of 
Parliament, who has an affair 
with his son’s fiancee 
(Binoche) with disastrous 
results. The story is told 
entirely through Irons, a man 
whose life was one of 
discipline and order until he 
confronts passion for the first 
time in his life. The film is 
supercharged with tension 
and director Louis Malle does 
‘superb and sensitive job. 


Qitasic 


allthathis 
mm will 
die The 
who 
Wrote Coca 


in 


my jack and 


Whiat do you expect. Side one 


ith Carry on, a 


number 


that whets your 

appetite for more and Dewy 
dark dungeon is J.J. Cale at 
his best 


Cloudy day isan 


sy in origin 
ou will thoroughly 
agree with what the lyrics 
have to say in Mamadon 
The album is mostly easy 
listening and blues; you 
won't regret getting it. An 
MIL product; Rs 48 


Breathless: Kenny G is one 
of President Bill Clinton’s 
favourite comp. nd 
axophone-playing 
President should know! 
Thisalbumisa mixture of | 
popular jazz and real jazz 
Forever in love isa haunting 
track, nvalled only by 


song and In the 
rain, A Bremen 
Music product; Rs 45 


O 


TELEVISION 


Love at First Sight: Thisis a 
romantic new series on 
Satellite Television's Star 
Plus, with a whole host of 
international stars of the likes 
of Denholm Elliat, Clare Bloom | 
and Rudolph Nureyev, | 
Scripted by Erich Segal (he figures are pitted. And the 
- colours are exquisite, 
brilfiant, dreamy and 
romantic. Upto February 28, 
| from 2 to 8 pm daily, except 
| Mondays. 


FASHION 


who wrote Love Story), and 
filmed in locations like Rome, 
Havana and Rio, each episode 
tells a different love story, 
with one thing in common — 
the meeting of total strangers 
who know that in some way 
they are fated for each other. | 
The stories are sometimes 
funny, sometimes poignant, 
changing the lives of the 
characters forever. 


€ ART 


Canvassing opinions: 
Debabrata Chakrabarti is 
back with his fourth solo 
exhibition at the Center Art 


A cut above: What do you 


think you coul 


e, you could ha 
air cut, for a mere Rs 600), 
by Simon Rattan, a top hair 
stylistin Britain, who was 
nominated for the ‘British 
Hairdresser of the Year’ 
award no less than four 
times. Rattan, who 
specialises in cutting and 
styling hair a ling to 
theshape of the face, is at 
the Taj Bengal Beauty Salon 
tillthisevening. 


Contempor- 


ary Singa- 
pore takes 
justifiable 
pridein 
beinga tru- 
ly interna- 
tional city Nothing high- 
lights this aspect of the 
Lion City better than the 
myriad variety of cuisines 
served onits streets and in 
its luxury restaurants and 
atmospheric food plazas. 
During the colonial 
times and even as late as 
theheight of the Vietnam 
war, the port city enjoyed a 
Certain dubious reputation 
asa place for the diverse 
pleasures of the flesh. Since 
Independence, the PAP 
government, under Lee 
Kuan Yew, took great pains 
to unveil to the world the 
real Singapore—a hard 
working, communally har- 
monious multi-racial socie~ 
ty in pursuit of perfection. 
It’s notas ifitis all work 
and no play in whatis, 
arguably, the cleanest city 
in the world. Today, the 


real delights of Singapore 
i \gapore 


Asinother years, thesuc- 
cess of the grand dinner 
would not have been possi- 
ble without the assistance 
Of Chef George Raudaschl 
and Patissier Gottfried 
Schuetzenberger ofthe 
Hyatt Reg They and 
their calle ist our 
chefs —Weicomgroup 
Maurya Sheraton’s 
Mohammed Rais and Ghu- 
Jam Moinuddin, and an 
alumnus of thesame 
school, Raminder Mal- 
hotra, whonow runs 
Swaad on Delhi's Shankar 
Road. 

The recipes wereperfect- 
ed with Malhotra. 


3.25 2/1 tbs Coriander 
Salt 


Serves: 4(2 

patties/ portion) 
Preparation time: 1:20 
hours 
Cooling time: 
minutes/set 


PREPARATION 


The spinach: Clean, 
remove the hard stemsand 
wash in running water, 
Boil enough water ina 
handi/pan, add spinach 
and boil until cooked 
(approx. 3-4 minutes). 
Drain, cool, squeeze out the 
excess moisture and then 
grind into a smooth paste, 
preferably with a sil-balta 
(grinding stone), otherwise 
ina food processor/blen- 
der. Melt half the butterin a 


moisture has completely 
evaporated and the lentil 
becomes of a grainy textu- 
re, (Only then would the 
strong aroma of the lentil 
dissipate.) Remove and 
cool. 

The spinach-dal mixtu- 
re: Put the spinach and len- 
til pastes in a bowl, add the 
remaining ingredients, 
except butter, mix well, 
divide into 8 equal portions 
and make balls. 

The Filling: Grate pancer 
ina bowl, Coarsely chop’ 
cashewnuts and chiironji. 
Remove stems, soak raisins 
in water for a few minutes, 
drain and then coarsely 
chop. Remove stems, wash, 
slit, deseed and finely chop 
green chillies. Scrape, wash 

and finely chop ginger. 
Clean, wash and finely 
chop coriander. Mix all the 
ingredients with the paneer 
and divide into 8 equal 
portions. 


The stuffing: Flatten 
each spinach ball between 
the palms, place a portion 
of thefilling in themiddle, 
make balls again and flatt- 
en into 3/4 in. thick patties. 


COOKING: 

Heat butter and oil ona 
tawa/griddle and shallow 
fry the patties over medi- 
um heat untila crisp layer 
is formed on both sides. 
Press with a spatula and 
Temove to absorbent paper 
to drain the excess fat 


TO SERVE 


Arrange the julienne 


| salad in the middle of en 


Of 4 individual plates, p! 
hyo kebab on top, arrany: 
@ lettuce —Ia/lo roo: 


iavico, pour on the 
of lemon, oil ans 
and serve 


pest roti ora bread 
choice anda fruit 
case guava and bl 
yor any other 7 


SEEKH 
a 


-DUM 
PI HT 


HT 


25 4in. piece Ginger 
hulli 

1g/1 tsp Conander 

A generous pinch Shalii 
jeera (royal cumin) 

\ pinch Green cardamom, 
powder 

A pinch Mace powder 
Sot 


mousse; 


5/402 Crab meat 


90g /3 oz Prawns (small) 
15 ml/1 tbs 
Sesame / cooking oil 

lg / 1/4 tsp Mustard seeds 
(black) 

1 Whole red chilli 
(preferably fresh) 

5 Curry leaves 

15g /1/2tspStar anise 
powder 

Salt 

The sauce: 

480 ml/2 cups Clear 
chicken stock 


30 ml/2 tbs Cream 
A pinch Shaki jeera (royal 
cumin) 


A pinch Green cardamom 
powder 
A pinch White pepper 
powder 
idrop | 
Salt 
Serves: 4 
Preparation time:2 hours 
| PREPARATION 
| The chicken mince: Peel 
| and finely chop garlic. Scra- 


Pe, Wash and finely chop 
Singer. Remove stem 
Wash, slit, deseed and fine- 
ly chop green chilli, Clean, 
Wash and finely chop cori- 
ander. Mix these and the 
remaining ingredients 
with the mincein a bow! 
and makea ball 


The skewering: Using a 
moisthand, spread the ba 
by pressing along the leng- 
th of the skewer (1.5 in, dia- 
meter) and then, moisten- 
ing the hands again, smoo- 
then the surface and shape 
the edges 


The grilling: Roast ina 
moderately hot tandoor for 
3minutes or until light 
golden. Or ona moderately 
hot grill for approximately 
the same time. Or ina pre 
heated oven (275°F) for34+ 
minutes. Remove, unske- 
wer the kebab and keep 
aside 


1 


The mousse: She 


prawns, devein, wash, pat 
dry, putin addc 
meat and mix 

Remove stem, wash, slit 
deseed and cut red chilli 
into juliennes. (If using @r 
ed red chilli, refresh in 


water until soft ) Clean 
wash and chop curry lea- 
ves. Heat oil ina fryin, 
pan, add mustard seeds 
and stir over medium heat 
until they begin to crackle 
add red chilliesand curry 
leaves, stirfora 
seconds, remove and pour 
over the crab and prawn 
mixture. Sprinkle the 
remaining ingredients and 
mix well 

Putthe mixture ina food 
processor/blender and 
make a smooth mousse 
Remove. adjust the season 
ing and transfer toa piping 
bag. Then pipe the mousse 
into the unskewered chick 
enseekh and wrap tightly 
inklinwrap. Now boil 
water in an aidli or any 
other steamer and steam 
the wrapped kebab for 
10-12 minutes, Remove 
cool, cut into 4 equal-sized 
slices and keep warm. 

The sauce: Put chicken 
stock ina liandi /pan. bring 
toa boil, reduce to low heat 
and simmer, removing 
Scumat regular intervals 
until reduced by two- 
thirds Stirin cream, add 
the remaining ingredients 
Stir, remove and adjust the 
seasoning. 


TOSERVE 
Make aed of equal 
quantities of sauce on ench 
Of individual plates. 
arrange the julionne salad 
OW top, palce a slice of the 
Kebabon the julienne salad 
arrange the lettuce — [allo 
“Meso and [ollo bianco, pour 
the dressing of lemon 
| otland ehiaer iasvla and 
th Aasta roti ora 


this case guava 
Hberry — or any 
hey: 


St prepara 
sa 
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ally, part of sc reaming headlines with Maya Memsaab, husband Ke tan Melita scine- 
ey : screened repeatedly at the New Delhi film festioal last 


Madame Bovary , : 
[ Je waves earlier witht Govind Nihalant's Tamasand 


today, Deepa made 


DEEPA SAHI's. fi 
atic nod to Gustave Flaubert’s 
conti. One of air foremost actre 


Partyssie also did acameo in Ket } fero Hiralal 
isyourt erfec « Sometimesit | bluerthan the blu 
happiness? i " hereit | Each time! completea film, thenex 
Freedom—todowhatI wantand | Titri rd 


onecomes and obsesses me and 


| when want. Because this is my becomes my favourite dream 


id one life What objects do you always carry?, of 2? 
f ra jects do Ways carry? Whatis your nightmare? 
Whatis your greatest fear | ? ETA 


peborna womanagainina | 
Mhablilibeborna w : niece/ peace of my = trust will not trust 


male dominated world ece/F ——— 
Who or what has been the greatest What is your most 


iece/peace of my mindanda 


or will betray me 


| What ma 


tp ife? es you c What or who is the 
| influenessnyoenit | mostdepressed? |] precious pOSSeSSiON? || createst lave of your 
Tife? 
7 My films are the 
The twinkle in my greatest ever! 


eye. Sometimes itis || Whattsyoursource 
A of sustenance? 
taken away from me Gmematicillusion 


ouch, but I snatch it || andlove 
though, but I snatch it Ee a and 


right back and putit |} do you lie? 
where it belongs Only 


hurting someone! 


‘o avoid 


care for. 


Whatis your greatest regret? 
At the moment—why didn 

and I get together earli 

begin working when I w 

thisand why that! 

What has been your happiest 

moment? 

‘As someone Happ 
S-minute experience’ [hac 
Such five minutes! They g 
come back and they g 
back. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

Again, cruelty 
How do you relax? 

By shutting up, covering my face 
witha pillow, cracking up, collapsing 
alone, the Phoenix rises again 
What doyou envy most in others? 

Tenvy the people of the past who 
always had a ‘cause’. Our whole 
generation seems to be one of rebels 


What do you dislike 


3 ‘without causes’. Lenvy the security of 

Whatdo you dislike ||  mostin others? Man's cruelty beliefinthasewho have/hadit. 

most in others? ad Whatdoyaumost | How would you liketo be 
Aggression oe jislike on your remembered? 

eh physical or Aggression: verbal, “appearance? My fayountte epitaph line is, ‘She 

mental physical or mental [lltell youwhent | lived’. 


What do you dislike 
| most in yourself? =e 
My talent for putting my foot inimy 


How would you like to die 
Not alone. certainlv! Prefer. 
like a year's notice and then I'd li 


mouth! die in the arms of (if not with 
What is your most precious. i jt someone I love—strajght out of a 
_ novel! 


fessssons 
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ME BY FRAME ACCOUNT OF 
ANCED THE NEW ONIDA VCR 


Any 
It’s fatal attraction. > unique digital tracking... 


Be swayed by the astounding 
_ -S-speed RUSTE Get floored by the spotless freeze... 


. pa 


( pe Peay. Now, how will you tell your TV not to fallin love? 


g ON DAW the latest heart-throb of all TVs. 7 
“aes Dig! ‘ 


